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"PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS" VOTED BEST MOVIE OF 2006

AFR Announces Winners of Its 4th Annual Movie Awards
(DALLAS, TX, Feb. 20)  American Film Renaissance, Inc. (AFR) announced that the inspirational rags-to-riches drama The Pursuit of Happyness was voted the Best Movie of 2006 in the 4th Annual AFR Movie Awards.  Border War, the controversial look at illegal immigration, was voted 2006's Best Documentary.

This year AFR added two new categories.  Best Hero of 2006 was awarded to the real life character Chris Gardner (Will Smith), the homeless man who becomes a millionaire in The Pursuit of Happyness.  Best Time at the Movies was awarded to the slyly farcical comedy Borat.

AFR's voters are a select group of more than fifty movie critics, producers, directors, screenwriters, actors, journalists and other media professionals from across the nation who share AFR's heartland values.  AFR's voters have contributed to such publications as the Wall Street Journal, USA Today, Washington Times, National Review, Weekly Standard, Christianity Today, and Newsmax, among others.

“Annually, AFR’s voters choose films that are more in tune with the sentiments of regular Americans than any other awards program in the country" said Jim Hubbard, president and founder of American Film Renaissance, “and this year was no exception.”  AFR’s top five films earned approximately $150,000,000 more at the box office than the five Oscar nominees for Best Picture.
The Complete Awards List
The following is AFR's list of the Best Movies of 2006:

Best Movie
1st:  The Pursuit of Happyness
2nd:  Apocalypto
3rd:  United 93
4th:  The Queen
5th:  The Departed
Best Documentary
1st:  Border War:  The Battle Over Illegal Immigration
2nd:  Islam:  What the West Needs to Know
3rd:  Abduction: The Megumi Yokota Story
4th:  49 Up
5th:  This Film Not Yet Rated
Best Hero

1st:  Chris Gardner (Will Smith) in The Pursuit of Happyness
2nd:  Jaguar Paw (Rudy Youngblood) in Apocalypto
3rd:  The Passengers in United 93
4th:  Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp) in Pirates of the Caribbean 2
5th:  Joseph (Oscar Isaac ) in The Nativity Story)
Best Time at the Movies

1st:  Borat:  Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhastan
2nd:  Apocalypto
3rd:  Little Miss Sunshine
4th:  Thank You for Smoking
5th:  Casino Royale
About AFR
AFR is a non-profit film institute founded in 2003 to organize film festivals around the nation, including Los Angeles, Dallas, and Michigan. AFR champions films that reflect the principles that made America great, such as free speech, free enterprise, rugged individualism, and the triumph of the human spirit.
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If you'd like more information, or to schedule an interview, please call Jim Hubbard at 972-980-4626 or email director@afrfilmfestival.com.

