Terrorist Escapes Since February 15, 2006

1. June 2007: Two convicted terrorists escaped from Jordan’s Juweida prison, fifty kilometers south of the capital Amman.  The names of the two men are Maath Braizat, a Jordanian, and Saad Nuaimat, an Iraqi.  Braizat was convicted in 2005 and sentenced to 10 years of hard labor for spearheading a plot to attack an Iraqi Police training center.  Nuaimat, also convicted last year, had received a term of life imprisonment for his role in attempting to bomb Jordan’s Queen Alia international Airport.  A manhunt is underway.

2. June 1, 2007: Branko Zelenika, a Bosnian citizen arrested for “connections with a group that is linked with terrorism,” escaped from police as they were in the process of transporting him to Sarajevo.  Apparently, the man’s guards stopped at a roadside locale to so that he could use the restroom.  The suspect then escaped.  Branko is wanted in France for alleged ties to a terrorist plot there, but Bosnian police had refused to extradite him.

3. March 2007:  Eleven Iraqi detainees escaped from their British captors in the southern city of Basra. Ten of the men seem to have engineered their escape by covertly exchanging places with visitors to the prison.  None of the men had as yet been charged formally with a crime, so the British authorities refused to comment on any of the cases or about the facility in which the men were held.  However, the base spokesman said that the escapees “were remarkably well prepared” and intimate with the details of the lives of those whose places they were to take.

4. February 28, 2007: Two Pakistani militants, Maqsood Ahmed (alias Ashraf) and Mohammad Saeed (alias Mazhar) escaped from police custody on their way to a hearing in Lucknow. The two men had been arrested in the town of Ghazipur, and were found to have large quantities of explosives.  They also have alleged ties to one of Pakistan’s largest Islamist groups, Laskhar-e-Toiba.  The best response that the Pakistani government could offer in response to the escape was: “According to the information that we have received they are hiding somewhere in this area itself.”

5. November 23, 2006: Three men held at Afghanistan’s main prison, Pul-i-Charki, on terrorism charges escaped into the suburbs of Kabul.  Officials identified the three men as: Abdul Bari, who had received a death sentence; Abdul Qadir, given a 20-year term; and a man identified only as Naqibullah, sentenced to 15 years. The Afghan Interior Ministry claimed that the trio “escaped the prison yesterday at visiting hours pretending to be visitors.” Another prisoner was found dead in mysterious circumstances, and is believed by prison officials to have been part of the escape plot. The Pul-i-Charki prison is a common destination for low-level al-Qaeda and Taliban operatives, and was the site of a four-day rebellion in February 2006, in which Taliban members stoked the chaos in an attempt to escape.

6. March 2, 2006:  In a disturbing, but unsurprising update to the February 2006 escape of 13 al-Qaeda terrorists from Yemen, the BBC began reporting that Yemeni security officers were likely behind the escape plan.  Apparently, the Yemeni Interior Ministry and the National Security Service believe that two soldiers of the Political Security Service were heavily involved with facilitating the escape.  During an investigation of the two men, officials found large amounts of cash, a clear indicator that conspirators outside the jail facility bribed them.  It is possible that the soldiers in question aided the escapees by providing them with the heavy digging equipment — pick axes, shovels, and chisels — necessary to break free.  The terrorists took the large items with them while leaving their spoons, dishes, broom handles, and drinking vessels behind so as to make it appear that they had no help from inside the prison. Yemeni officials claimed that the escape — and the insider help — did not affect their anti-terror cooperation with the U.S., which is “proceeding well.”

7. March 7, 2007: A Jordanian State Security Court sentenced seven men to jail terms ranging from two years to life in prison for the role of each in the attempted escape of Azmi Jayusi, a soon-to-be executed inmate affiliated with al-Qaeda in Iraq. Jayusi was sentenced in February 2006 for plotting terrorist attacks against the Jordanian General Intelligence Department and Prime Ministry, as well as the US embassy in Amman.  He had been linked to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. The prosecution in the escape case alleged that Jayusi had plotted his escape with one Muhammad Kutkut before the latter’s release in 2005. Both men received eight-year sentences.

Compiled by Bryan Hill, Research Associate, Center for Security Policy

July 2, 2007

